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VICTORIAN REGIONAL CHANNELS AUTHORITY 

 

GEELONG DREDGING PROGRAM 2014 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

RESPONSIBILITY & RATIONALE 

WHAT WORK IS TO BE DONE?  

The work is to round-out the r ight -angle turn that  ships make at the Ci ty Bend as they approach and 

leave the Port  of Geelong. This wi l l  done by dredging four narrow sections of the inside of  the City 

Bend turn.  Dredging wil l  a lso be carr ied out  at Cor io Quay North No 4 Berth  to increase the depth of 

water  available for  ships , and to ensure that  the declared depths of  channels continue to ber ths .   

WHO IS THE AUTHORISED SPOKESPERSON FOR THE WORK? 

Captain Peter McGovern, Chief Executive Officer. 

WHY IS THE WORK REQUIRED? 

The work will ensure that the Port of Geelong remains an efficient port and is able to accommodate increasingly longer and 

wider ships that visit the port.  

WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY IS IT TO KEEP THE SHIPPING CHANNEL OPEN? 

The Victorian Regional Channels Authority (VRCA) is responsible for the safe, secure and environmentally responsible 

operation of the channels in the port waters of Geelong. 

ARE THE GEELONG CHANNELS UNSAFE? 

No, the safety of all vessels in port waters is a priority for the VRCA. The VRCA has an excellent safety record and works 

actively to maintain high safety standards in its waters. 

WILL SHIP MOVEMENTS BE IMPACTED BY THE WORK? 

No, shipping and port operations will not be affected. 

WHAT COULD HAPPEN IF THIS WORK IS NOT DONE? 

Ship sizes are increasing steadily each year and this trend is forecast to continue. To ensure the port can continue to 

operate efficiently it is necessary to smooth out parts of City Bend to allow safe ship access and ensure that the declared 

depths of the channels continues to the Corio Quay North No 4 Berth.  

WHY DOESN’T THE VRCA OWN ITS OWN DREDGE? 

It is more cost effective for the VRCA to contract its dredging than to purchase and maintain its own dredge. 
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WHAT IS THE TIDAL RANGE IN CORIO BAY?  

Normally, the tide rises and falls by around 80cm, and tides can be affected during storms. 

WILL THERE BE ANY EFFECT ON TIDES? 

No, the tide heights are ultimately controlled by the amount of water moving through the entrance to Port Phillip Bay. This 

cannot be influenced by the dredging in Corio Bay. 

 

THE PROJECT 

HOW MUCH AND WHAT TYPE OF MATERIAL WILL BE DREDGED?  

Approval has been provided for dredging approximately 200,000 cubic metres from City Bend and Corio Quay.  The exact 

amount will be determined when dredging is completed. 

The dredged material will comprise relatively soft clays, silts and sand.  

WHO HAS BEEN CONSULTED ABOUT THIS WORK? 

The VRCA values its relationship with the community and stakeholders. Consequently, a wide range of stakeholders 

including community groups and industry representatives have been consulted and will continue to be informed during the 

work.  The VRCA recognises that while the dredging is a routine part of port operations, there is a genuine interest from the 

broader community and it will provide clear, consistent and timely information through the VRCA website.   

HOW LONG WILL THE WORK TAKE? 

The work may take   up to three months. and is expected to start in late July 2014.  Environmental approvals allow the work 

to be completed at any time up to October 2018. 

WHY HAS THERE BEEN NO DREDGING SINCE 1997? 

The VRCA uses the latest hydrographical and survey equipment to ensure ships with deep draughts can travel into the port. 

The authority maintains shipping channels in the port of Geelong to a depth of 12.3 metres. Annual testing is done using 

advanced, highly accurate multi-beam technology to ensure the depth has not decreased. As ship size increases and new 

trades emerge, safe channel access becomes increasingly important, which is why it is necessary to widen the channel at 

City Bend. 

WHAT IS THE PRE-APPROVAL PROCESS? 

The VRCA only sought its approvals under Victoria’s Coastal Management Act when it was able to satisfy regulators that 

given the routine and minor nature of the project  that assessments under the Victoria’s Environment Effects Act and the 

Commonwealth’s  Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act were not required  

ON WHAT GROUNDS WAS THE WORK  APPROVED? 

The project was only approved under Victoria’s Coastal Management Act when the VRCA could demonstrate that works 

would meet the environmental standards expected by the community to ensure the Corio Bay environment is protected. 
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WHEN WAS APPROVAL GRANTED? 

Two separate approvals have been obtained under Victoria’s Coastal Management Act 1995.  Approval for the work at City 

Bend was issued on 25 September 2013. Approval for the work at Corio Quay North No 4 Berth was obtained in June 2014.  

WAS THE APPROVAL SUBJECT TO ANY CONDITIONS? 

Yes, the conditions included the requirement for an Environmental Management Plan and an independent audit to ensure 

that works were compliant with that plan. The conditions also required the community to be kept informed of progress with 

the works 

HOW MANY DREDGING CRAFT WILL BE INVOLVED IN THE WORK? 

The work will be undertaken by a back hoe dredge.  A back hoe dredge is like a large land-based excavator that is mounted 

on a barge.  It will operate with tugs and barges that will be used to transport dredge material to the dredge material ground  

This equipment is the best value as it ensures the environmental implications are minimal and well within environmental 

standards, can be   used in confined areas adjacent an operating shipping channel and is cost effective.  

HOW DEEP DO YOU PROPOSE TO DREDGE? 

At City Bend, the work involves only localised widening on the inside of the bend and therefore the channel will not be 

deepened.  At Corio Quay North No 4 Berth, the work will consist of deepening by up to 1.3m so that the depth of water 

available to ships at the berth is equal to the depth in the channels.   

WHERE WILL THE DREDGE COME FROM? 

The dredge is owned by a New Zealand-based dredging company, and will come from Newcastle, NSW, where it has 

completed its last assignment. 

HOW MUCH WILL THE WORK COST? 

Approximately $9m, which will be funded from VRCA revenues. 

WHEN WILL THE WORK BE DONE? 

The work will be carried out during July to October 2014.  Details on the exact timing will be available through the VRCA 

website.  

IS THERE LIKELY TO BE FURTHER DREDGING IN ADDITION TO THE PROPOSED WORK? 

None are planned.   

WHAT ARE THE FUTURE PLANS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF GEELONG? 

The VRCA is the government agency responsible for coordinating the planning of the future development of the port. 

Geelong Port is privately owned by GeelongPort Pty Ltd and GrainCorp. The VRCA monitors the global trends in the 

increasing size of ships, and plans for the timely development of channel infrastructure necessary for safe access to the 

port.  This will involve future increases in channel dimensions.  The Port of Geelong Development Strategy 2013 at 

www.regionalchannels.vic.gov.au and the Geelong Port-City 2050: Geelong Port and Land Infrastructure Plan at 

www.geelongaustralia.com.au provide details of the current planning for future development. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

WHAT ARE THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED DREDGING? 

The environmental effects will be minimal. They will be limited to turbidity immediately around the dredge during dredging 

operations and when the barge unloads the dredged material at the existing dredged material ground. Dredging controls will 

ensure that the environmental health of Corio Bay will be protected.  

WHAT ARE THE MAIN CONSIDERATIONS OF THE ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT PLAN? 

The Environmental Management Plan (EMP) sets out rules that this project must meet. These are sensible rules that the 

community would expect in this day and age. They outline when, where and how dredging can occur and specify how it is to 

be monitored, reported and audited. The EMP has been approved by the DEPI. 

WHAT MONITORING IS REQUIRED? 

The rules set out by the environmental management plan determine where, when and how dredging can occur, and 

consequently monitoring of these requirements will ensure that Corio Bay is protected.  

WHAT MONITORING HAS BEEN DONE SINCE THE LAST DREDGING? 

The VRCA periodically monitored the sediments and ecology of Corio Bay following the Channel Improvement Program 

1997. The monitoring results confirmed that there were no lasting environmental impacts to water quality.  

HOW CAN THE COMMUNITY BE CONFIDENT THAT THE RULES WILL BE FOLLOWED? 

In accordance with the conditions set by the environmental approvals, compliance with the requirements set out in the 

environmental management plan will be subject to an independent audit.  The audit result will be publicly reported within 90 

days of completing the work.  

WHAT IMPACT WILL THE DREDGING HAVE ON THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT, INCLUDING THE 

SEA GRASSES AND OTHER MARINE LIFE? 

The impact of the dredging on the marine environment will be minimal, localised and of short duration.  The work is in areas 

of deep water where seagrasses do not grow, and any increase in turbidity will be limited to the immediate areas around the 

dredge and disposal sites. 

WON’T THE TURBIDITY FROM DREDGING AFFECT SEAGRASS IN OTHER PLACES? 

The environmental effects will be minimal . They will be limited to turbidity immediately around the dredge during dredging 

operations and when the barge unloads the dredged material at the existing dredged material ground. Dredging controls will 

ensure that the environmental health of Corio Bay will be protected.  

Monitoring in 1997 when 20 times more material was dredged  in Corio Bay, showed that  seagrass was not adversely 

affected by the turbidity from dredging. 

WHERE WILL THE DREDGED MATERIAL GO AND HOW WILL PORT PHILLIP BE PROTECTED?  

The dredged material will go to an existing dredge material ground area east of Point Wilson.  Extensive testing of the 

material in accordance with the 2009 National Assessment Guidelines for Dredging 2009 has shown that the material is 

suitable for unconfined marine disposal.  Previous experience at this disposal site has shown that the effects of any 
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disturbance due to the placement of material are short lived, and the marine ecology quickly recovers from the effects of 

dredge material placement. 

WILL THERE BE TURBIDITY FROM THE DREDGING? HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE TO SETTLE? 

The works are occurring in Corio Bay  which is often naturally  turbid from  strong winds which create waves  over the  

shallow muddy sea bed around the edge of the bay  and from  runoff after heavy rain in Geelong area. Under these 

circumstances turbidity may normally last 24 to 36 hours. 

During times of low wind and rain, turbidity associated with the dredging operations will be evident. However, the turbidity 

will be limited to the area immediately around the dredge during dredging operations and when the barge unloads the 

dredged material at the existing dredged material ground.   

WILL WORK BE ROUND THE CLOCK 24/7? 

Yes.   24/7 operations are permitted by the environmental management plan.  Given that noise standards set by the 

Environment Protection Authority will apply, this approach ensures that works are done in the most cost effective way and 

are completed within the shortest possible time. 

HOW MUCH NOISE WILL BE CREATED BY THE DREDGER? 

 Dredging will occur in compliance with Environmental Noise Limits set by the Environment Protection Authority. 

WILL DREDGEING CAUSE A SMELL? 

No, smells will only occur if dredged material is exposed to atmosphere and starts to dry out.  The dredged material will 

remain wet at all times. 

WHAT WILL BE THE IMPACT ON FISHING? 

The area where dredging work will occur is small and not a popular fishing spot.  Common sense also dictates that fishing 

should not occur next to an operating dredge and a sensible exclusion zone around the dredging operations will be 

established to ensure safety.  

WILL I STILL BE ABLE TO GO FISHING IN CORIO BAY DURING THE DREDGING? 

Yes. While there will be an exclusion zone around the dredge for safety reasons, there are no restrictions on fishing 

elsewhere. 

WILL THERE BE ANY RESTRICTIONS ON YACHTS, FISHING BOATS AND PLEASURE CRAFT 

DURING THE DREDGING? 

Yes. there will be an exclusion zone around the dredge to ensure the safety of the boating public.  Otherwise, boating 

activities will be unaffected.  

WILL DREDGING AFFECT MARINE PESTS IN CORIO BAY? 

No. Strict rules set by the environmental management plan will apply to all vessels used during the works to ensure that 

marine pests are not introduced by ballast water or by being attached the vessel hulls. 
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HAVE THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE BEEN CONSIDERED? 

These works will only widen parts of the shipping channel at City Bend and achieve localised deepening at Corio Quay. 

While climate affects may be relevant in other circumstances these effects are not relevant to these works. 


