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Geelong dredging program set for July 28 start 

The Victorian Regional Channels Authority will begin a $9 million dredging program on July 28 to 

help Geelong's busy port meet the challenges of larger ships and increased trade over the next two 

decades. 

Chief executive officer Captain Peter McGovern said the Geelong Dredging Program 2014 was an 

important part of the VRCA's ongoing commitment to safety in its shipping lanes for the 650-plus 

vessels that visit the Port of Geelong each year. 

``While safe navigation is a major driver, the project will also deliver real efficiency gains to help the 

port boost productivity and retain its competitive edge,'' Captain McGovern said. 

The VRCA-funded Geelong Dredging Program 2014 involves: 

• Rounding out the right-angle turn that ships make at City Bend as they approach and leave 

the Port of Geelong. Up to 130,000 cubic metres of soft clay, sand and silt from four sites on 

the inside of the bend will be removed, widening the channel to aid safe navigation of ships. 

• Dredging at Corio Quay North No 4 Berth to increase the depth of water available for ships 

from 11 metres to 12.3 metres, bringing it into line with the declared depth of the channel 

network. Ships at the berth will then be able to load more cargo, boosting the berth's 

productivity and operational efficiency.  

• Transporting the dredged material to an existing dredge material ground about six 

kilometres east of Point Wilson. The site was used for the last major capital dredging project 

in the Geelong shipping channels in 1997, which removed 20 times more material than the 

200,000 cubic metres earmarked for excavation by early November. 

• Removing four navigation beacons at City Bend in the latter stage of the dredging work and 

replacing them with temporary floating buoys. The original beacons will be reinstated at the 

project's end to clearly define the channel's new boundary. 

NZ-based Heron Construction Company will take up to 15 weeks to complete the capital dredging 

project, with crews working around the clock under strict rules governed by a Environmental 

Management Plan. The rules will ensure the protection of Corio Bay's marine environment. 
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Waterway Constructions, with headquarters in Williamstown, will carry out work relating to 

removing and reinstating the navigation beacons while Drysdale's Elstone Diving Services will handle 

the provision of the temporary floating buoys. 

Heron Construction will use its backhoe dredger, Machiavelli, to dredge the seabed at City Bend and 

Corio Quay North No 4 Berth. The backhoe dredger -- similar to a large land-based excavator 

mounted on one end of a barge -- will arrive in Geelong from remediation work in Newcastle early 

next week. Two split-hopper barges will transport the excavated material from Corio Bay to the 

dredge material ground. 

Captain McGovern said while dredging would not impact on commercial shipping or port activities, 

there would be a 200-metre exclusion zone around working dredging equipment for recreational 

users of the bay to ensure the public's safety. 

``Safety is our priority when it comes to this dredging project -- for the public during the works and 

for the big ships of the future,'' he said. 

``The trend in the global shipping industry is for wider and longer ships to achieve economies of 

scale. We've worked extensively with Port Phillip Sea Pilots over the past few years to test our 

channel network's ability to safely cope with these bigger vessels and comprehensive simulations 

show even the smallest change in ship dimensions can have serious ramifications for the passage of 

larger ships. 

``Widening City Bend will give the next generation of larger ships easy passage into the Port of 

Geelong, Victoria's premier bulk cargo port, as it prepares for a forecast doubling of trade by 2030.'' 

For more information, contact Victorian Regional Channels Authority chief executive officer 

Captain Peter McGovern on (03) 5225 3500 or 0409 199 470 or visit 

www.regionalchannels.vic.gov.au  

 

 

 


