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Machiavelli on the move 

It's big, it's yellow, it's called Machiavelli and it's almost here.   

The backhoe dredger that will kick-start a $9 million dredging program in Geelong's busy port is 

scheduled to arrive in Corio Bay on Saturday afternoon.  Towed by a tug, it started its journey from 

Newcastle south to Geelong mid-Monday. 

The Victorian Regional Channels Authority's Captain Peter McGovern said Heron Construction 

Company will put Machiavelli to work on Monday morning, signalling the start of the authority's 15-

week Geelong Dredging Program 2014. Heron Construction is contracted to do the dredging work. 

``This program is all about ensuring safe passage for the increasingly larger vessels that use our 

shipping lanes now and in the future,''  the chief executive officer said. 

``It also delivers real efficiency gains that are vital to port productivity in a highly competitive 

economic environment.'' 

Heron crews will use Machiavelli to widen the shipping channel on the inside of City Bend's right-

angle turn to improve safe navigation for the next generation of larger ships in the world fleet. The 

contractor will also deepen Corio Quay No 4 Berth with the backhoe dredger, bringing the berth into 

line with the 12.3 metre declared depth of the channel network. This will boost the berth's 

productivity and operational efficiency. 

Heron-owned Machiavelli will work around the clock, removing up to 200,000 cubic metres of 

material from the sea bed during the program. Recreational users of Corio Bay must observe a 200-

metre exclusion zone around Machiavelli while it is operating to ensure the public's safety. The work 

will not impact on commercial shipping. 

``We've put years of careful planning into this dredging project and contractors must abide by strict 

guidelines to ensure the protection of the marine environment,'' Captain McGovern said. 

``The project is vital to the ongoing prosperity of the Port of Geelong and it's great to see the 

physical work is about to start.'' 

For more information, contact Victorian Regional Channels Authority chief executive officer 

Captain Peter McGovern on (03) 5225 3500 or 0409 199 470 or visit 

www.regionalchannels.vic.gov.au  
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